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Sisterhood Chanukah Bracelet Event  

Wednesday, December 14  
 

Chanukah Brunch & Gelt Raffle  
Sunday, December 18  

 

Chanukah Song Presentaton Grades 3 - 5 
Friday, December 23  

 

First Chanukah Candle  
Tuesday, December 20 

Lisa Shubin Honored 
Israel Bond Brunch 

Congregant and Temple Board member, Lisa Shubin, addressed 
attendees at the Sunday, October 30th Israel Bond Brunch.   Ms. 
Shubin was the Temple Emanu-El honoree for 2011. 

The Real ñCode Redò 
by Elliott Solomon 

 
 A Few Good Men, Templeôs first attempt at performing a 
non-musical play, is based on events which took place at           
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base during the summer of 1986.          
Members of Rifle Security Company, Windward Side, 2nd Platoon 
had reason to believe that one of their fellow Marines, Pfc. William 
Alvarado, had broken the ñchain of command,ò and had informed on 
a Marine, accusing him of firing across the border into Cuba. Ten 
Marines decided to teach Willie a lesson and attacked him in a   
retaliatory hazing, or "Code Red.ò  They werenôt ordered to do this, 
but rather their commander had given them an implied order.  He 
said that if they were good Marines, something should happen.  
They blindfolded Willie, shoved a rag in his mouth, beat him and 
shaved his head.  Alvarado was badly injured, but survived.  The ten 
Marines were brought up on charges.  As part of a plea bargain 
seven accepted ñother than honorable discharges.ò   David Cox and 
two others, refused to accept the plea bargain and took their 
chances in a full-blown court martial.   Cox was charged with       
attempted murder, but he said he was just following orders.  Cox was       

(continued on page 18) 

Additional Information Inside:  

Chanukah Eventsééééééé..pp. 12 - 15 

A Few Good Menééééééé..pp.  18 - 20 

Reminderséééééééééééééé.p. 36 

Religious Ed. & Service Schedule éé..pp. 6 - 9 
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Tishri - Cheshvan 
5772 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 1 
 

Bridge 10 am 
 

Bingo 7:15 pm 

2 
 

Candle Lighting  
4:11 pm 

 

Erev Shabbat Class 
Service 8:15 pm 

3 
 

Mazel Tots 
9:45 to 11:15 am 

 

Shabbat Service  
LEARNERSõ SERVICE 

(see page 9) 
 

 

 

4 
 

Play Rehearsal 
2 - 10 pm 

 

Spring Musical 
Vocal Auditions 

4:30 - 6:30 p 
(see page 18) 

 
 

5 
 

Bridge 10 am & 8 pm 
 

Womenõs Evening of 
Learning  at East 

Meadow Jewish Center  

 

Finance Committee 
8 pm 

6 
 

Bingo 10:30 am 
 

Hebrew Reading 
Crash Course 7 pm 

 

Ritual Committee 
8:30 pm 

 

Bridge 8 pm 

 

7 
 

Mid Nassau Jewish  
Retirement Club 11 am 

 

Play Rehearsal 
6:30 pm 

 

 

8 
 

Bridge 10 am 
 

Book Club 
7 pm 

(see page 4) 
 

Bingo 7:15 pm 

 

9 
 

Candle Lighting  
4:11 pm 

 

Erev Shabbat 
Service 8:15 pm 

 

 

10 
 

Shabbat Service  
with Jr. Congregation 

9 am 
 

 

11 
 

Using the Internet to 
Connecté. 

1 - 4 pm 
(RSVP required) 

(see page 4) 
 

Play Rehearsal 
2- 10 pm 

 

Spring Musical 
Readings 
4:30 pm 

(see page 18) 

 
 

12 
 

Bridge 10 am & 8 pm 
 

Youth Committee 
7:30 pm 

 

Exec. Committee 
7:00 pm 

 

Board of Trustees 
8:00 pm 

 

 

13 
 

Bingo 10:30 am 
 

Hebrew Reading 
Crash Course 7 pm 

 

Bridge 8 pm 

14 
 

Mid Nassau Jewish  
Retirement Club 11 am 

 

Play Rehearsal 
6:30 pm 

 

Sisterhood Board  
7 pm 

 

Chanukah Bracelet 
Making Program 

8 pm 
(see page 13) 

 

Menõs Club 
8 pm 

 

15 
 

Bridge 10 am 
 

Bingo 7:15 pm 
 
 

16 
 

Candle Lighting  
4:12 pm 

 

Erev Shabbat 
Service 8:15 pm 

 
 

 

17 
 

Shabbat Service  
with Jr. Congregation 

9 am 
 

Mazel Tots 
9:45 to 11:15 am 

 

Vegas Night 
7 pm 

(see page 16) 

18 

 

Chanukah Brunch and 
Gelt Raffle 10 am - 12N 

(see page 14  & 15) 
 

Play Rehearsal 
2 - 10 pm 

 

 

 

19 
 

Bridge 10 am & 8 pm 
 

Membership  
Committee 7:00 pm 

 

Fundraising  
Committee 7:45 pm 

 
 
 

20 
 

Bingo 10:30 am 
 

Bridge 8 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erev Chanukah 
First Candle 
(see page 12) 

21 
 

Mid Nassau Jewish  
Retirement Club 11 am 

 

Play Rehearsal 
6:30 pm 

 
 

Chanukah  

22 
 

Bridge 10 am 
 

Bingo 7:15 pm 

23 
 

Candle Lighting  
4:15 pm 

 

Erev Shabbat 
Service 8:15 pm 

 

Chanukah Medley 
Grades 3 - 5 

 

Chanukiah Contest 
(see page 8) 

 

 
 

 

24 
 

Shabbat Service  
10:15 am 

 

NO SCHOOL 

25 
 

Christmas Day 
 
 
 

26 
 

Bridge 10 am & 8 pm 
 

Building Operations  
7:30 pm 

 

Exec. Committee 
8:00 pm 

 

NO SCHOOL 

27 
 

Bingo 10:30 am 
 

Religious Education 
Committee 6:45 pm 

 

Bridge 8 pm 
 

NO SCHOOL 

28 
 

Mid Nassau Jewish  
Retirement Club 11 am 

 

Play Rehearsal 
6:30 pm 

 
 

29 
 

Bridge 10 am 
 

Bingo 7:15 pm 
 

NO SCHOOL 

30 
 

Candle Lighting  
4:19 pm 

 

Erev Shabbat 
Service 8:15 pm 

31 
 

Shabbat Service  
10:15 am 

 

NO SCHOOL 
 
 
 

New Yearõs Eve 

   

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 
Saturday - 1/7 - Learnersõ Service 

Friday - 1/13 - Congregation Dinner & Class Service 
Saturday/Tuesday - 1/14 & 15 - Mazel Tots 

Kislev - Tevet 5772  December 2011  
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The VOICE 
OF TEMPLE EMANU-EL EAST MEADOW 
 
123 Merrick Avenue 
East Meadow, NY 11554 
 

(516) 794-8911 
(516) 794-8417 (Fax) 
Hebrew School  (516) 794-8937 
 

www.TempleEmanuelEastMeadow.com 
___________________________________ 

 

Rabbi   

 Albert J. Lowenberg 

Cantor   

 Ellen D. Weinberg 

Congregation President   

 Micky Alterman 

Education Director   

 Leonard M. Thaw 

Nursery Directors 

 Cheryl  Fuchs/ Anita Greif 

Sisterhood President 

 Ellen Pearl-Kraut 

Menôs Club President 

 Alan Smith 

Managing Editor 

 Micky Alterman 

Business Manager 

 Anyone interested? 

 

 
Special thanks to  

 

Madeleine, Laura & Rose 
Rick, Gloria & Clive 

 

   

Rabbiôs Message 
 

Rabbi Albert  J. Lowenberg 

WOULD YOU LIKE A  

BIRTHDAY OR  

 ANNIVERSARY  

BLESSING?   
 

Each Family Service will be a  
monthly blessing occasion.  

You can make  
arrangements for a blessing  

on any other Friday night as well. 
 

Just call the office - 794-8911  
and tell Madeleine or Laura. 

 Most of the laws applying to Chanukah relate to the 
proper lighting and display of the Menorah.  Rabbi Tanchuma, in the 
Talmud, tells us this:  "Whoever places the light of the Chanukah 
Menorah higher than 20 cubits from the ground does not fulfill the precept of lighting the 
Chanukah lights."  Our Rabbis have asked why the placing of the Menorah at such a height 
cancels the mitzvah of lighting the Menorah.  Rashi, our greatest Biblical commentator, 
suggests an answer.  He said that if the light of the Menorah is so high that it can't be seen, 
the miracle of Chanukah is not spread to others or increased in the world.  The purpose of 
lighting the Menorah, Rashi tells us, is not just to perform the act of lighting, but rather, to 
have the lights seen.  Seeing the candles burning reminds us of the Jewish commitment to 
religious freedom. 
 Rashi's teaching is quite clear and direct.  Whenever we remove the light of faith 
from our sight, we are immersed in darkness.  Whenever we move Judaism to a place or a 
position in our lives where it can't be seen, it can have no effect on us or on our lives.  We 
live in spiritual darkness and we forfeit the miracle of Chanukah.  To remove the Menorah 
from our sight is to make the Maccabee's victory an exercise in vain warfare. 

Chanukahôs miracle is not the discovery of one vial of oil, sufficient to kindle a 
flame for one day, remaining lit for eight days.  The real miracle is the presence of mind of 
one anonymous Kohen -- a priest -- who set aside oil to be found when the ancient Temple 
was dismantled.  It was set aside to be retrieved for posterity.  That priest knew what he 
wanted more than anything else in the world: He wanted faith, values, traditions and hope 
to thrive. 

Commitment to religious freedom, and to a Jewish way of life, is reinforced when 
the Chanukah lights are kindled.  The miracle of the oil, and the rededication of the Temple 
in Jerusalem by the Maccabees, becomes our miracle when the lights of Chanukah are 
seen. 
 Chanukah will be observed from the 25th of Kislev to the 2nd of Tevet 
(December 20th to December 28th).  We ñwarm upò for the Festival with our annual      
Chanukah Brunch and Gelt Raffle on Sunday, December 18th.  Itôs a fun time for young and 
old. 
 From our home to yours, Ruth, Ricky and Rebecca join me in extending to you all 
a Happy Chanukah. 
 

     Albert J. Lowenberg 
     Rabbi 

Temple Emanu-Elõs MAZEL TOTS trying out the shofarot  they made in class. 
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A Little Jewish Humor...  

 

CHANUKAH Quiz 
(answers on page 21) 

1. What was the name of the traitorous High Priest who helped 
Antiochus find ways to undermine Jewish observance before 
the Hasmonean revolt?  a) Yohanan,  b) Holofernes,             
c) Menelaus,  d) Mattathais. 

2. In what year was the first torch lit at Modiôin, birthplace of 
Judah Maccabee, in a Chanukah celebration?  A) 170 
B.C.E.,  b) 75 C.E.,  c) 1944,  d) 1975. 

3. The fifth stanza of which Chanukah hymn gives the entire 
story of the Macabean battle and the miracle of the oil in just 
24 words? 

4. If a poor person has to make a choice between buying     
Chanukah candles or buying Shabbat candles, which type 
has priority? 

 

BOOK CLUB  

MEETING  
 

Thursday, December 8 
**7:00 pm**  -  Youth Lounge 

 

ANGELINAõS BACHELORS 
by Brian OõReilly 

 

Bring a discussion question to the meeting! 
 

$5 to cover refreshments 
 

ALL WELCOME!! 
 

 Info and R.S.V.P. to Joyce Star 
489-1992 or starway3@aol.com 

Save some space  
on your walls!!  

 

Save the date!  
 

Art Auction  
March 3, 2012  

 

 

Sunday, December 11 -  1 to 4 pm 
(note change of date) 

 

No cost!  Space is limited!   
RSVP to  

Jordan Diamond at 485-0369 

The Top Ten Reasons Why Everyone 
Should Celebrate Chanukah 

 
10.  No big fat guy getting stuck in your chimney 
  9.  Cleaning wax off your menorah is slightly easier than  
 dismantling an 8-foot tall fir tree      
  8.  Compare:  chocolate gelt vs. fruitcake 
  7.  You get to learn cool new words like ñKislevò and 
  ñfarshtunkenò 
  6.  No brutal let-down when you discover that Santa Claus isnôt 
 real 
  5.  Your neighbors are unlikely to complain about how your 
 Menorah is blinding them senseless 
  4.  Itôs like a big reunion when everyone gathers at the Chinese 
 Restaurant on Christmas Eve 
  3.  In a holiday character face-off, Judah Macabee could kick 
 Frostyôs butt 
  2.  No need to clean up big piles of reindeer poop off your roof 
 

And the number one reason why everyone should celebrate 
Chanukah: 
 

  1.  None of that naughty-nice stuffðEVERYONE GETS LOOT!! 

USING THE INTERNET TO CONNECT WITH  
FAMILY AND FRIENDS  

(for beginners)  
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Presidentôs Message   
Micky Alterman 

 

Committees are a vital part  
of our congregation!  

 

Every member of this congregation interested in  
joining a committee and getting involved has an  

open invitation to do so.   
 

No special invitation is necessary.  
Come.  Participate.  We need you! 

 
Check the schedule above or call the  

Temple Office (794-8911) for further information. 

 

òFor fixing things around the house, nothing is handier than 
a man with a checkbookó 

- Unknown ï 
 

éor a woman for that matter. 
 

 I would like to express my sincere thanks to those who 
came out to the November 9th Congregation Meeting to discuss 
and ultimately approve the replacement of our very tired, very sick 
boiler, and to those officers and board members who have been 
working tirelessly to get this project in order.  The project is     
underway and it is our hope that, as we are doing the              
replacement, it will be with the least amount of interference with 
everyday Temple business.  Letôs all hope for some mild weather 
to help us along.  Unfortunately, with a facility as old as ours, we 
can most assuredly expect other major repairs to pop-up.  I guess 
we can all appreciate the situation.  As a home owner, it seems to 
me that you no sooner finish one project in your house than    
another is looming in the wings.  Itôs one of the joys of being a 
homeowner, I suppose, and our Temple home is no exception. 
 On the brighter side, there are many wonderful activities 
coming up this month.  Please browse through this issue of The 
VOICE to see whatôs happening.  There are many Chanukah  
related activities on the calendar.  The annual Chanukah Brunch 
on December 18th is always a great time for everyone, kids and 
adults ï music, crafts, raffles, games and, of course, food.  What 
kind of Jewish event or holiday would it be without some great 
food?  Lisa Shubin (Templeôs Israel Bond Brunch honoree this 
year) and her committee have been working really hard to make 
this special event as good as always ï if not better.  Come on 
down and bring the kids and grandkids and enjoy!  Of course, 
donôt forget to buy your Gelt Raffle.  The raffles cost $108, BUT 
only 108 tickets will be sold (tickets can be shared ï families and 
friends can get together buy a ticket and share their winnings ï 
they also make a great gifts because EVERY ticket is a winner of 
either a cash prize or movie tickets).  You could easily be this 
yearõs winner of the first prize of $1,000!  The raffle will be held 
during the brunch.  Call the office today and reserve you special 
number ï 794-8911. 
 Cash calendars are also on sale.  These also make 
great gifts and cost only $18 each.  There are 366 chances to win 
in 2012, and you can win more than once!  The calendars are one 
of our most important fund raisers of the year and the profits help 
to offset some of our operating expenses.  If each family bought 
even a few calendars we would be well on our way to selling out.  
The office can take you orders on this also. 
 There will be a chanukiah making contest for grade 3, 4 
and 5.  The chanukiahs will be judged and on display after ser-
vices on December 23.  The first, second and third place winners 
will be announced at that time, but Iôm certain they will ALL be 
winners.  Last yearôs were great.  Donôt forget the lighting of our 
outdoor chanukiah.  At the time of this writing I did not have the 
times and days, but you can check the Online Bulletin, the website 
and the office as we get closer to the date. 
 Enjoy the holiday and all the fun both at home and in 
Temple.  From my home to yours, we all wish you a healthy, 
happy and prosperous 2012.  -  Micky 

 

December  
 Committee Meetings  

 

Building Operations 

Monday - December 26 - 7:30 PM 
 

Executive Committee 

Monday - December 12 - 7:00 PM 

Monday - December 26 - 8:00 PM 
 

Youth Committee 

Monday - December 12 - 7:30 PM 
 

Board of Trustees 

Monday - December 12 - 8:00 PM 
 

Membership Committee 

Monday - December 19 - 7:00 PM 
 

Ritual Committee 

Tuesday - December 6 - 8:30 PM 
 

Finance Committee 

          Monday - December 5 - 8:00 PM  
 

Sisterhood Executive Meeting  

None 
 

Sisterhood Board Meeting  

Wednesday - December 14 - 7 PM 
 

Religious Education Committee 

Tuesday - December 27 - 6:45 PM  
 

Fundraising Committee 

Monday - December 19 - 7:45 PM 
 

Menôs Club Meeting 

Wednesday - December 14 - 8:00 PM 
 

Endowment Committee 

TBA 
 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/for_fixing_things_around_the_house-nothing_is/179874.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/for_fixing_things_around_the_house-nothing_is/179874.html
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION         
Lenny Thaw, Director 

 

Shalom - 
 

 As the cooler weather approaches and the sun sets   
earlier itôs nice to know we have so many indoor activities to attend 
at Temple Emanu-El to help keep us warm.  There are Adult    
Education courses, Family Education workshops, special school 
programs, Friday night class services, Friday night congregation 
dinners and Shabbat morning services. 
 One upcoming holiday that always lightens our moods is 
Chanukka.  With eight nights and days to celebrate Hanukkah we 
have a wonderful opportunity to bring our holy light to our homes 
and our neighborhoods.  Did you know that youôre actually       
supposed to put your Channukkia in your window to share the 
miracle of Channuka with the world?  So unwrap your electric   
Hannukiah and share the light! 
 I know itôs cold outside but why donôt you join our      
students one evening as we light our huge Hannukkia in front of 
our temple?  We light the oil lamps and chant the blessings in their 
glow.  Then we go inside to eat a few latkes.  If itôs really cold   
outside we might even have some hot chocolate waiting!  Weôd 
love to have you singing with us! 
 If you havenôt noticed it already, thereôs no correct way to 
spell Kannukah in English.  Thereôs only one way in Hebrew but 
the English transliteration is open for interpretation.  Thereôs a cute 
video by the Leevees called ñHow Do You Spell Channukkahhò. 
You can find it on Youtube at http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=R7JiDBi_v4c 
 To help celebrate Chanukka, our 3-5 graders will be 
performing for us a Chanukah Medley at the beginning of Friday 
night services, December 23. It always makes me smile when I 
hear our students singing. Wonôt you join us? 
 Chanuka strikes me as a very creative time of the year. 
Iôve never eaten the same kind of latke in more than one house. 
Everyone seems to make them differently!  The recipes are     
creative.  The decorations are creative.  Even the music videos are 
creative.  So now itôs time for our students to show how creative 
they are and design some one-of-a-kind Chanukkiot (thatôs the 
proper way of pronouncing Chanukkias).  All 3-5 graders are   
invited to compete in a Chanukiah design contest!  Look for the 
details in The Voice and on-line. Deadline and judging will take 
place following services on Friday night, December 23. Itôs going to 
be a great evening! 
 The MôYad LôYad Tzedakah Project has been working 
out beautifully.  We thank you for your ongoing support of this 
needy family.  Weôve just sent out our first shipment to them of all 
the items youôve donated and are starting our next package. 
Please keep in mind that helping this family is not a one-time 
event.  It is an ongoing responsibility that weôve taken on and we 
can be proud to be a part of.  Take a look at the MôYad LôYad Tree 
in the school hallway for an updated list of ñhandsò. 
 For more information on school events please call the 
office or visit the Hebrew School page on our website: 
www.templeemanueleastmeadow.com. 

(continued on page 21) 

 

An Invitation to  
Young Families  

 

 Our Religious School holds Junior 
Congregation Services every Saturday 
morning from 9 to 10 AM when school is 
in session.  These services are led each 
week by one of our 3rd through 6th grade 
classes, and are filled with lively music 
and songs.  If you would like to bring your 
children to services, but feel that a regular 
Shabbat morning service would be too 
long for them, please come join us. 

 

Happy Chanukah!!  

http://www.templeemanueleastmeadow.com
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FREE MONEY!!!  
 

Every day each of us has the opportunity to help the Temple earn money without spending a dime!!  Hard to believe??  Please 

consider doing one or two (or all) of the following : 
 

ƴ Link your account (new or existing) at TD Bank to the Affinity Program .  TD keeps everything confidential and     

  Temple gets a percentage back.   

ƴ Deliver your plastic soda bottles and soda cans (clean please) to the recycle bins located at the Temple. 

ƴ Donate used printer cartridges and old cell phones.  Collection box in Temple office.  

ƴ Do Donor Merchant/Store Slips.   

ƴ Purchase grocery store gift cards including Pathmark, ShopRite, Waldbaumôs, and Stop and Shop. 

 You get dollar for dollar the value of the cards you select, and the Temple gets a percentage of the card value from the 

 vendor.   
 

Check out pages 22 thru 26 for great ideas to earn money for Temple 

 

Menu  
Meatballs, Spaghetti, Eggplant and 

Chicken Cutlet, Tossed Salad,  

and Fresh Baked Challah. 

Fruit, Dessert, Coffee and Tea  

following services 
 

$15/Adult 

$10/ child (5-12 years old) 

Free (under 5 years old) 
 

RSVP to 

Temple Office with payment by 1/3/12  

Make Checks payable to:  

Temple Emanu-El 
 

Please include a list of who will attend 

Direct questions and offers to help to: 

Merri Quinonez (516-334-5603) or 

taoras@aol.com 
                                                                                     

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Religious School &  

Congregation Dinner 
 

BREAK BREAD WITH US! 
 

Family home-style Shabbat 

dinner and class led service 
 

Friday , January 13  
Dinner: 6:30 pm 

Services: 8:15 pm 

 

Chanukiah Contest 
 

for all  

3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade Students 
 

Use your imagination and be creative.   

Make your own Chanukiah.  

Use any material you like  

such as clay, metal, wood, paper,  

aluminum foil, bottle-caps, pipe cleaners,  

macaroni, Lego, etc......  

Label your project with a title,  

your name and class. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Minimum help from your parents, please. 
 

First, second and third place winners  

will be awarded. 

Bring your creation in no later than  

Friday, December 23 (prior to services). 
 

We will exhibit all projects and present awards  

at the end of services,  

Friday night, December 23. 
 

All parents are invited to the award ceremony. 

Watch your mailboxes for additional information! 

 
Sincerely, 

Leonard Thaw 

Director of Education 

mailto:taoras@aol.com
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Erev Shabbat 
Friday, December 2    8:15 PM 
 

Shabbat 
Learnersô Service 
Saturday, December 3                 10:15 AM 
 

Parsha Vayetze 

On route to his uncleôs home in Haran, Jacob encamps in the open 

air near the city of Luz.  That night he has a vision of angels      

ascending and descending a ladder from heaven.   

 

Erev Shabbat 
Friday, December 9    8:15 PM 
 

Shabbat/Service with Jr.Congregation 
Saturday, December 10                   9:00 AM 
 

Parsha Vayishlach 

Jacob anticipates having to confront his brother Esau upon his  

return home.  He divides his household into two groups so that if 

Esau and his troops set upon one, the other might escape.  He sends 

valuable gifts to Esau in hopes of appeasing him. 

 
Erev Shabbat 
Friday, December 16    8:15 PM 
 

Shabbat/Service with Jr.Congregation 
Saturday, December 17                   9:00 AM 
 

Parsha Vayeshev 

Jacobôs favorite among his twelve sons is Joseph.  The favoritism is 

so blatant it causes resentment among the  brothers.  Joseph gets his 

comeuppance when his brothers strip him of the multicolored coat 

given to him by his father, and throw him in a pit. 

 
Erev Shabbat 
Chanukah Medley Grades 3 - 5 
Friday, December 23    8:15 PM 
 

Shabbat 
Saturday, December 24                 10:15 AM 
 

Parsha Miketz 

Pharaoh dreams of cows being consumed by cows, and sheaves 

being replaced by sheaves.  He demands to have someone interpret 

his dreams.  Joseph is called before Pharaoh and he predicts seven 

years of bounty followed by seven years of famine.   

 

Erev Shabbat 
Friday, December 30    8:15 PM 
 

Shabbat 
Saturday, December 31                 10:15 AM 
 

Parsha Vayigash 

Judah approaches Joseph with an impassioned plea, asking that 

Benjamin, framed for having stolen Josephôs chalice, be allowed to 

return to their aged father.  Judah offers himself in place of his 

youngest half-brother.  Joseph reveals his true identity to his     

brothers. 

 

December 2011  
Services Schedule  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Chanukah often falls in December, frequently near the 
dates of the Christian Christmas celebration. Here are some basic 
facts about this Jewish holiday.  
 The history of Chanukah predates Christmas.           
Antiochus, the Greek King of Syria, outlawed Jewish rituals and 
ordered the Jews to worship Greek gods. Most Jews were angry 
and decided to fight back. In 165 B.C.E, the Jewish Maccabees 
managed to drive the Syrian army out of Jerusalem and reclaim 
their temple. Chanukah, the celebration of this victory, as been a 
minor holiday, only gaining in popularity since the late 1800's.  In 
Hebrew, the word "Chanukah" means "dedication." 
 The guttural sound of the Hebrew letters cannot be 
duplicated by the English alphabet. For this reason, there are 
many spellings of this holiday in English and all are correct. 
 Since the Hebrew calendar is lunar rather than solar, 
Chanukah falls on a different day each year, anywhere from No-
vember to early January on the standard calendar. 
 As part of the celebration, children received gelt (Yiddish 
term for ñmoneyò) during each of the eight days in order for them 
to learn about charity. More recently, the tradition of children re-
ceiving a small gift each of the eight nights has become more 
popular, associated with the Christian Christmas tradition of gift 
giving. 
 Fried foods are traditional during Hanukkah, in remem-
brance of the sacred oil. Popular fried foods are Latkes (potato 
pancakes) and Sufganiyot (sweet jelly- filled doughnuts). 

 

Learnersõ Services 
with  

Rabbi Lowenberg & Cantor Weinberg  
 

Gain insight into our  

Sabbath services and practices  

 

10:15ñ11:15 am 
 

Saturdays  

December 3  

January 7 

March 10  

 

Service concludes in time to pick up  

from Saturday school and Mazel Tots. 

 

Call Temple office  

for additional information.  
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 Softball Players  

       Wanted  

 Menõs Club     

    Alan Smith, PResident   

Every Sunday  -  9 a.m. 
Woodland Middle School 

 

 

Every Sunday  -  8:00 a.m. 
Rise & shine & run a mile with us! 

at the East Meadow HS Track 

 

 

DONõT BE LEFT OUT OF THE LOOP! 

Receive the Temple Online Bulletin 
for timely announcements from  
Sisterhood, Menôs Club,  

Hebrew School, Youth Group, etc. 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

Send e-mail address to:  Norasheri@aol.com 

For additional information  
call Alan Smith at 516-506-5315 

 

TE  

Two volunteers 

per week needed 

to sell tear -off 

chances between  

6 & 7:30 p.m.  

Thursdays  

before Bingo  

Menõs Club 
     Mile Run 

 

OUR RABBI & CANTOR NEED YOUR HELP ! 
 

If there has been a death in your family of which the Rabbi and 
Cantor should be aware, or if there is the need for a hospital visit 
for a Temple member, do not assume that "they know" without 

YOU having informed the office.   
 

Please call the Office at 794-8911 and provide us with the 
information so we can keep them informed. 

 
 ñThe purpose of the Menõs Club is to cooperate in 
every way with the Temple in all of its religious activities, to 
stimulate the cultural and educational advancement of its 
membership and to promote good fellowship amongst the 
members.ó 
 

 In May we will be having the first Menôs Club Service 
Award dinner, where we will be honoring those Menôs Club    
members who have achieved at least twenty hours of service to 
Temple or Menôs Club.  At Thursday night Bingo you will find many 
of our members actively helping Temple.  Earning service credits 
and our thanks are: Barry Friedlander, Marty Solomon, Max 
Schrier and Allan Brown. Your tireless efforts and devotion every 
Thursday evening have not gone unnoticed.  We appreciate all 
you do. 
  During our November meeting we voted on contributing 
$15,000 towards the much needed new boiler. There is much 
more that needs to be done, and since one of the goals of Menôs 
Club is to help Temple in every way, we will continue to do so.  
But we need your help.  You can start by helping us on December 
17th when we will be having our monthly Las Vegas Night from     
6 PM to 11 PM. Your help, as always, is needed and appreciated. 
Email Frank LoNigro at flchipshot@aol.com for details on how you 
can help. Players are welcome to come down as well. 
 Thanks to Supreme Court Justice Elena Kagan, every-
one now knows that most Jews celebrate Christmas at a Chinese 
restaurant. However, Wayne Soodek has changed that tradition. 
Every Christmas morning a group of men get together at Wayneôs 
house for breakfast.  Afterwards, they go over to Holly Patterson 
where they dress up as Santa, engage some of the patients in 
conversation and take them to Christmas services.  They get done 
by noon. If you are interested in joining them, please email Wayne 
at: wmasj@optonline.net. 
 As a child this time of year was always uncomfortable 
for me. There were only two Jews in my grade in elementary 
school.  It was hard to come to grips with not celebrating      
Christmas.  Today many Christians think of Christmas as an 
American holiday.  I donôt think most Jews look at it that way.  For 
me, one of the joys of this season is the annual Temple Chanukah 
Party.  Itôs nice to see all of our children having so much fun.  Itôs 
also a nice opportunity to see my temple family and friends. I hope 
to see you then. 
 Happy Chanukah! 
 
In Brotherhood, 
 

Alan 

 
 

Menõs Clubõs 

biggest 

fundraiser!!  

Please lend 

a hand  

 

Gift Cards!  

Great for the holidays!  

Page  26  

mailto:flchipshot@aol.com
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SISTERHOOD      
Ellen Pearl -Kraut, President  

 

Sisterhood Happenings  

for 2011-2012 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

December 14th      Chanukah Bracelet 

         Making Night  
 

January 16th         Day of Beauty 

February 11th       Dinner Theater 

March 24th            Ballroom Dancing 

         Night 
 

April 17 th              Chinese Auction 

May 16th                Penny Social 

 

Challah 101 

Above:  Mrs. Solomon working with her students to prepare 
their individual challahs for baking. 

          It's so hard to believe that 2011 is winding down this 
month.  I'm beginning to think that maybe the whole "light 
year" speed is how we need to measure time rather than a 
calendar, because    everyone around is talking about how 
fast a year goes.  Maybe it is the age of 'no waiting' that we 
are in -- with microwaves, cell phones, text messaging and I-
pad devices, there is no need to take your time with any-
thing.  We can talk to people as we drive, cook dinner in a 
few minutes and generally be in touch wherever we are.  No 
chance to slow down and just relax.     
          Although this has been a difficult calendar year for our 
family, when we thought of our Thanksgiving gratitude wish, 
there was much to be thankful for.  And, as we light the  
Hannukah candles this month, I will think of our Sisterhood 
each day.  The Sisterhood members and board members 
bring so many bright experiences to our Temple's 
lives.  Special thank you to our Membership committee, Dee 
Greenberg, Exec VP and the committee of Rhona Kauffman, 
Janet Langenthal, Lori Polansky, and Nadine Salzman  for 
the terrific Sisterhood of the Travelling Pants Paid Up       
Membership Dinner -- nearly 100 women shared a really 
nice evening.  Special thank you to our Mens' Club          
representatives who served our food and helped set up and 
clear.  We would not have nearly as good a time if you were 
not there to help pamper us.     
          November also brought an extremely successful    
Indoor Yard Sale and Antiques and Collectibles day -- thank 
you to Natalie Shack-Wilkins and Andrea Parker for once 
again chairing our day to clean out our excess 'stuff' while 
making money for Temple and to Gail Grossman and all the 
women who came down to help at the Antiques and        
Collectibles show.  When we run this event in February, we 
are going to try something new - we will have a Sisterhood 
Table to sell items that are too special to sell at the Indoor 
Yard Sale -- so if you have any 'old' items or collectibles that 
you are willing to give to Temple, please let me know.  For 
example, when I go to antique stores now, I see all the 
Lenox items I was given for my engagement and wedding in 
the early 80s.  Makes me feel a little old.    
          Speaking of new ideas -- Here's a little bit of a       
challenge as you get ready to make your 2012               
resolutions.  Can you think of an event or something        
Sisterhood can do that would be fun?  Please either call me 
at 794-7646 or send me an e-mail  at                                  
sisterhoodellen@aol.com. Is there any new way we can   
entice you to be part of what we do?  All suggestions      
welcome without any pressure to join in.  I thank you all in 
advance for your thoughts.   Wishing you all the miracle of 
Chanukah for you and your family.   Happy 2012.  Thank 
you, Ellen 
 

 

http://us.mc1619.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=sisterhoodellen@aol.com
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